
 
 

 

SETT FRAMEWORK FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD 
 
The SETT Framework (an acronym for Student, Environments, Tasks, and Tools) is a concerns identification and 
solution-seeking process that can be used by families, caregivers and professionals to determine supports 
needed by an individual to actively participate in the routines and activities in home, school and community 
environments.  
 
To accommodate the birth to five population, the word Student, is replace with Child, (and in Early Intervention, 
with Child and Family) but the principles of the SETT Framework remain the same. Before talking about Tools 
(potential solutions that may include technology and other supports and strategies), it is important to think 
carefully about who is going to receive/use them (the child/family), where they will be used (the natural 
environments, and what they will be used for (the task of active participation in routines and activities with the 
environments).  Only then can we determine what is needed.   
 
Child/Family 
The child/family unit is at the center of the process. Everyone involved in identifying concerns and seeking 
solutions is an advocate for the growth and development of the child.  
 

• What does the child need to do or learn to do that is currently difficult or impossible to do at the 
appropriate level of independence? (e.g. talk, move about, play, etc.) 

• What are the child’s current abilities? Interests? 
• What are the child’s special needs that currently prevent the child from ‘doing’ ? 

 
Environments 
Environments include all settings (home, playground, preschool classroom, kitchen, etc) where the child 
participates, learns and grows.  Most young children are in several environments each day, even when primarily 
in the home. 
 

• Who else is in those environments? 
• What materials/equipment are currently available in each environment? 
• How is the physical + sensory arrangement? Are there concerns? 
• What supports are available to the child? 
• What resources are available to the caregivers (family members, teachers, therapists, aides) supporting 

the child? 
 
Tasks (Routines + Activities) 
Tasks, for a young child, are the typical routines and activities that take place in the child’s day. When identifying 
tasks, begin with those that occur frequently, are engaging to the child and promote active participation by the 
child rather than observation.  
 

• What routines and activities take place in the environment?  
• What are the critical elements of the routines/activities? 
• How might the activities be modified to make it easier for the child to participate? 
• How might the technology support the child’s active participation in those activities? 
• What outcomes identify ‘successful participation’ for the child? 



 

 

 
Tools 
Tools are not just technology.  They are any and all supports – including but not limited to technology – that the 
child and the family need for the child to successfully participate in the daily routines and activities within 
identified environments. 
 

• What strategies might be used to increase the child’s participation? What no-tech, low-tech, and high-
tech options should be considered when developing a system for a child with these needs and abilities 
participating in these routines and activities in these environments? 

• How might the child try these tools out in the natural environments in which they will be used? How will 
we know if they ‘work’? 

 
Implementation + Ongoing Evaluation 
Technology use is a dynamic process and only one of type of support within the array of supports that can be 
used and may be needed by a child and family.  
 

• How will the technology be integrated into the routines and activities of the child’s typical day? What 
would be a good activity to start with?  

• How does the use of AT effect the child’s active participation in the routines and activities of the 
environments he/she lives in?  

• How will we monitor its effects on the child’s development, active participation and learning? 
 

Children, routine activities and technology constantly change, so frequently revisiting these questions will be a 
useful way to identify where changes in supports are needed. 
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